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ELECTORS of GREAT-BRITAIVN, 


ON THE SUBJECT OF 


Coalitions and Compromiled Elections ; 


BUT PRINCIPALLY TO THE 


FREEMEN of BRISTOL. 


EXPLAINING THE 
Principles of a SocttETY formed to oppoſe a compromiſed 
Repreſentation of that City, in Parliament ; 


WITH AN 


Aro rod for accepting DAVID LEWIS, Eſq. 


as a CANDIDATE; 


INCLUDING 


SOME LETTERS addreſſed to him on that OCCASION, and a {cw 
OBSERVATIONS on his CONDUCT. 


INSCRIBED TO THE 


Marquis of WORCESTER and Lord SHEFFIELD, 
Both MEMBERS for the CITY of BRISTOL. 


— — — — — — — — — — 


zy the Rev. EDWARD BARRY, M. D. 


CHAPLAIN 79 the late LoRD BISHOr of KILDARE, 
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TO THE 


Right Hon. the Maxguis of WORCESTER, 


AND 


Lond JOHN SHEFFIELD, 


| Mrzmsgers of PaRLIaMeNT for the CITY of BRISTOL. 


— — — OO ASHANTI ONE cs wa 
My LorDs, 


F it hath been repreſented to your Lord- 
ſhips, that my endeavours to bring about 

a /arr and ohen election in my native city 
of Briſtol, were intended to deprive her of 
your individual repreſentation, injuſtice was 
done me ; for at the great diſtance of my 
firſt attempts, till nearly the time of election, 
your inclinations were unknown to me: 
But, if it ſhould have been told you, my 
Lords, that I deprecated a compromuled re- 
turn of members for that and all other places, 
the truth was ſpoken; for it does not even 


allow 


allow me the opportunity of congratulating 
your Lordſhips on any victory in your late 
appointments - ſince, in reality, there was no 
competition: It forbids alſo the conſequent 
honour—but that 1s ſupplied in your Lord- 
{hips' ranks and perſons. 


Why I have appeared ſo defirous to ward 
off the evils of this kind of election, (if ſuch 
it can be called,) may be partly ſeen in this 
appeal; but more ſo, in the letters connected 
with it : and believe me, my Lords, that not 
one drop of party bile has jaundiced either, 
—Beauties are to be ſeen as well in admini— 
ſtration, as in oppolition—deformities are 
viſible in both; and the man whole deport- 
ment in the {ſenate does not harmonize with 
ſuch impreſſions, cannot be of an indepen- 
dent liberal mind. It is not his purſe, but 
his candour which proves him independent: 
—Invariably to ſupport the objects of the 


Crown, or habitually to interrupt them, 1s 
on 


( vu ) 

on either ſide, a very blameable ſacrifice of 
right and conſcience. A reaſonable conteſt 
in the ſenate, and a ſtruggle in the purſuit of 
truth, are found unavoidable and eſſential to 
the public good and proſperity ; but, ſhould 
the Harlequin of the Times receive from 
the magician's wand a power and a charm 
to turn all to Coalition—to an immediate 
junction of both contending parties—and 
* Pilate and Herod ſhould the ſame day be- 
come friends, to act and unite together; and 
irom convenience and advantage, but not 
from principle, ſuddenly to become unani- 
mous, you, my Lords, and all good men, 
mult deſpiſe the union, and tremble for the 
event! There is, however, at preſent a gulf 
hxed—happy that it is ſo—and we have no 
buſineſs to pry into the cauſe, if the conſe- 
quence be of general advantage. 


Let not the electors, therefore, of this 
country, by heir Coalitions, ſet an example 
for 


— 


(vii) 

for the Elected; to quote and juſtify, in ano- 
ther way, ſuch conduct in themſelves. Indeed, 
the general ſpirit of the nation is alarmed, 
and has properly ſpurned at theſe faſhion- 
able uſurpations. And, if the partizans of 
the Two famous Clubs at Briſtol, which de- 
creed your elections, have in any thing acted 
wiſely, or offered the leaſt atonement, and 
thereby rendered leſs aggravating what they 
have done, it is becauſe they made choice 
of you, my Lords; and prudently avoided 
electing any from among thiemſelves. 


I beg to remain, 
My LoRps, 
With due reſpect, 
Your Lozpsmies* 


Very humble ſervant, 
London, No. 61, 


Titchfield Street, 


17th July, 1790. 
EDW. BARRY. 


AN 
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TO THE 


ELECTORS of GREAT-BRITAIN, 


ON THE SUBJECT OF 


Coalitions and compromiſed Elections. 


HE excellent poiſe of our conſtitu- 
tion in the Three Eſtates, although 
every where admired, and worthy to be the 
ſubject of devout gratitude, yet it is no leſs 
ſtrange than true, that ſome perſons, either 
for want of candour, or elſe of judgment to 
form a proper opinion, have not ſcrupled to 
ſay, that enquiry after ſtate and political 
affairs, 1s unworthy the attention of thoſe 
who have been dedicated to the ſervice of 
the altar, Without quoting the examples 
of antiquity, or of illuſtrious characters in 
our eſtabliſhment, to refute ſuch dogmas, 
let us only aſk the plain language of the 
conſtitution itſelf on this point; and are not 

her biſhops placed in the ſenate ? 
DL : Civil 
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Civil and religious liberties are a ſort of 
ſlate companions, and nearly keep pace with 
each other: he cannot, therefore, be in good 
earneſt for the proſperity of the laſt, who 
feels no active zeal for a continuance of the 
firſt; and may be juſtly chargeable with 
ſhameful indifference, if not with hypocriſy, 
who refuſes to dedicate a reaſonable portion 
of his time, and a temperate exertion of 
talent, ſtrictly to guard and protect both. 
That ſuch ſhould be the duty of every mem- 
ber of ſociety, without one exception, I pre- 
ſume, no perſon will be inclined to diſpute : 
the admiſſion, therefore, of this as truth, 
ſhall ſerve for a general principle, and is the 
leading feature for the juſtice and propriety 
of this appeal; which, I hope, will not be 
conſidered as abſtract and irrelative to the 
preſent reaſoning: for what more nearly 
connected with it, than a proper repreſen- 
tation of the people in parliament, and a 
Jealous preſervation of individual rights in 


electing the third order of the conſtitution 7 
It is to fave her from the clutches of Fac- 


tion, Compromiſes and Coalition, that this 
appeal 1s made; and never was ſome appeal 
for ſuch a purpoſe, more neceſſary than at 

the 
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the preſent moment. The electors of Great 
Britain have lately ſeen, what bold efforts 
and unwarrantable ſtrides have been made 
by a few, to uſurp the privileges of the 
many ;—and in no place whatever, has ſuch 
a temper been more notorious than in that 
city to whoſe freemen I am at this time 
more immediately addreſſing myſelf. 


But inaſmuch as the ſituation of other 
places have too nearly reſembled that of 
Briſtol, the ſame remarks, I hope, will be 
found equally applicable; and, as my mo- 
tives in this publication were by no means 
malevolent, I may from thence preſume, that 
it will be the more acceptable. 


All extremes are properly held to be dan- 
gerous - Briſtol is a very ſingular inſtance 
of ſuch a propenſity ; hitherto diſtinguiſhed 
for ſpirited elections, the people extrava- 
gant and frantic for conteſt, have at once 
chilled, have really dwindled into a pitrful 
torpraneſs, and are the ſubjects of emphatif 
ridicule. Though ſhe ranks as the ſecond 
commercial city in the kingdom, and a diſ- 
ſolution of parliament was daily expected, 


B 2 there 
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there was not found within her walls one 
ſolitary citizen /erzouſly diſpoſed to repre- 
{ent her. 


The old members had taken a final leave; 
no new candidates ſpoken of: there was 
not a pilgrim to ſpeculate, nor did a ſtran- 
ger ſolicit !\——Compromiſe and Coalition 
were the popular creeds, and the people 
taught that to ſend up two men, each of 
different parties, was the agreement of 'I'wo 
well-known Clubs 1n that city *; but who 
this compromiſe was for, as yet was wrapped 


up in myſtery ! 


The object of the united power and inte- 
reſt of theſe Clubs was thus to form a coali- 


tion, and to appoint the repreſentatives, tho 


ever ſo obnoxious to other burgeſſes: to 
this phalanx of lordly authority, all muſt 
yield: But the Auge objections of ſuffering 
ſuch dangerous innovations to gain any ſort 
of footing, by deſtroying the Democracy, 
to build up ſtill ſtronger the Ariſtocracy, 
determined me at once to eſtabliſh a hd 
ſociety, as an antidote to the poiſon of the 

| other 


* 7. e. High Party, and Low Party. 
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other two. I judged, that as before there 
exiſted but two clubs, profeſſedly whig and 
tory, and among each of thole only a par- 
tal ſelection of members, there wanted a 
third eſtate to make the whole perſectly 
conſtitutional; and, therefore, to theſe kings 
and lords, I thought it but right to add the 
commons—to give the majority of poor 
freemen an opportunity of allerting and 
maintaining their rights, and in a collective 
body to do what they could not, what they 
dared not, as individuals; thus ſparing them 


from the cruſh of the all-powertul weight 


of their maſters and their tyrants; and thus 
that numbers ſhould be oppoſed to wealth 
and power: hence the balance of right, in 
the conſultation, in the nomination, and in 
the election of members, ſhould equally be 
preſerved between every rich and poor free- 
man. 


My endeavours in the formation of ſuch 

a ſociety, were by no means unſucceſsful.— 
As a conhderable number of Briſtol free— 
men are reſident in London, it was ad- 
viſeable to eſtabliſh one there as well as 
in Briſtol, but both on the ſame prin- 
| ciples, 
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ciples, wholly unconnected with party; nor 
was the topic of politics either ſuffered or 
attempted to diſturb and diſgrace the inſti- 
tution : It was neither men nor party they 
aſſembled for, but the CAusE; to protect 
their common rights. The number of thele 
united ſocieties amounted nearly to fifteen 
hundred freemen; and in this cauſe, they 
were almoſt to a man, unanimous, perſeve- 
ring and determined :—their decent man- 
ners and deportment will always be remem- 
bered to their honour : but whether for 
want of knowing, and having confidence in 
the reſolutions of this numerous ſociety, or 
from the diſcouragement given by the de- 
ſpotic clubs, ſo great an opportunity was 
deſerted -I cannot ſay._—Expence could 
not have been the main objection, ſince 
candidates flocked to other places evidently 
of more coſt : But had a third candidate 
offered, and in good earneſt confronted the 
impudence of a compromiſe, it was all but 
certain, that he and they would moſt tri- 
umphantly have ſucceeded ! 


The reverſe ſituation, however, as this in. 
ſtitution was unluckily in, and a quick diſ- 
| ſolution 


138 
ſolution of parliament more and more ex- 
pected, the ſociety almoſt deſpaired of gra- 
tilying their honeſt wiſhes; but rather than 
be utterly caſt down, and be tamely defeat- 
ed, they prevailed upon themſelves to coun- 
tenance the application of Mr. LEWIS, a 
citizen of Briſtol; who, though conſidered 
in general as a well- diſpoſed man, yet men- 
tioned as a candidate, it never failed to pro- 
duce the moſt irreſiſtible irony and laughter; 
nor, until the London ſociety gave conſe- 
quence and ſeriouſneſs to his profeſſions, 
were they conſidered but as trifling, evaſive, 
and abſurd. It was, however, at length re- 
ſolved by the inſtitution at large, that as no 
man had intimated an inclination of ſtep- 
ping forward but Mr. LEwIs, and though 
ineligible as a Cicero, (for Briſtol never 
boaſted but of one), he might nevertheleſs 
be acquainted with plain mercanlile life; — 
and, to do him juſtice, he has in ſeveral in- 
ſtances done a public ſervice to that city. 
For theſe reaſons, and as there was no 
choice, but him or a compromiſe, and ſince 
they conſidered him capable of becoming a 
uſeful honeſt repreſentative, it was agreed 
by one and all, to take up, and zealouſly to 


ſupport 


6 


ſupport his cauſe: for if thoſe whoſe duty it 
was to have encouraged a fair election, ſet 
their faces againſt it, ſurely it was a well- 
timed piece of reſentment, and a juſtifiable 
chaſtiſement to their lordly conſequence, 
could quite an ideot, and not Mr. Lewis, 
have been returned; and it would have 
taught them a leſſon of humility beſides. 
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Compromiſes and Coalitions, peaceable 
as may be their maſks, are ?hzeves and mur- 
derers in diſguiſe; calm and gentle as may 
be the ſurface, the well is deep the deſign- 
ing maſtiff bites without a bark, and the ta- 
lons of the /rdeous beaſt are but concealed, 
to decoy, and dart with more effect on its 
prey !——But, as in the courle of my letters 
to Mr. LEWIS, I have anticipated the uſual 
objections to conteſted elections, and replied 
to them, I ſhall not at preſent introduce 
more on that point. I muſt beg, however, 
at this time to make a few obſervations on 
that gentleman's conduct. | 
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Embraced as he was by the unanimous 
zeal of ſo many freemen, though jeered at 
by others, the ſociety at London thought 


proper 


Fj 6 97.3 

proper to hold out the moſt public and cor- 
dial encouragement for his ſupport and tri- 
umph; and he, in return, deluged them with 
profeſſions of ſincerity and gratitude, and 
repeated aſſurances of © ſtanding the poll to 
the laſt man.” From a reliance on his pro- 
miſes, they looked up to him as their deli- 
verer from this bondage ; and had any other 
perſon now ſtepped forward, they would on 
no account have receded from their pro- 
miſes to him : But, on the day of trial, he 
diſhonourably forſook that cauſe he had ſo- 
lemnly pledged to ſupport, and that to the 
laſt man; for the ſociety were aware of all 
treachery and colluſion, and required from 
him ſome teſt of his ſincere intentions. 


Thus, in a moment, as it were, his high- 
toned language came tumbling down; and 
all his gigantic reſolutions were convulſed 
and cowardized at the ill ſucceſs of only five 
hours' Holl; and almoſt without a blow, ths 
hero of the huſtings gave up the battle—ge- 
nerouſly leaving his friends to the deriſion 
of the enemy! Let me here, before the 
thought eſcapes my mind, conjure every 
freeman throughout the kingdom to call on 

C 8 the 
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ſupport his cauſe: for if thoſe whoſe duty it 


was to have encouraged a fair election, ſet 
their faces againſt it, ſurely it was a well- 
timed piece of reſentment, and a juſtifiable 
chaſtiſement to their lordly conſequence, 
could quite an ideot, and not Mr. Lewis, 
have been returned; and it would have 
taught them a leſſon of humility beſides. 


Compromiſes and Coalitions, peaceable 
as may be their maſks, are i. and mur- 
derers in diſguiſe ; calm and gentle as may 
be the ſurface, the well is deep the deſign- 
ing maſtiff bites without a bark, and the ta- 
lons of the hideous beaſt are but concealed, 
to decoy, and dart with more effect on its 
prey ! But, as in the courſe of my letters 
to Mr. LEWIS, I have anticipated the uſual 
objections to conteſted elections, and replied 
to them, I ſhall not at preſent introduce 
more on that point. I muſt beg, however, 
at this time to make a few obſervations on 
that gentleman's conduct. 


Embraced as he was by the unanimous 
zeal of ſo many freemen, though jeered at 


by others, the ſociety at London thought 
| proper 
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proper to hold out the moſt public and cor- 
dial encouragement for his ſupport and tri- 
umph; and he, in return, deluged them with 
profeſſions of ſincerity and gratitude, and 
repeated aſſurances of © ſtanding the poll to 
the laſt man.” From a reliance on his pro- 
miſes, they looked up to him as their deli- 
verer from this bondage ; and had any other 
perſon now ſtepped forward, they would on 
no account have receded from their pro- 
miles to him: But, on the day of trial, he 
diſhonourably forſook that cauſe he had ſo- 
lemnly pledged to ſupport, and that to the 
laſt man; for the ſociety were aware of all 
treachery and colluſion, and required from 
him ſome teſt of his ſincere intentions. 


Thus, in a moment, as it were, his high- 
toned language came tumbling down; and 
all his gigantic reſolutions were convulſed 
and cowardized at the ill ſucceſs of only five 
hours' Holl; and almoſt without a blow, s 
hero of the huſtings gave up the battle—ge- 
nerouſly leaving his friends to the deriſion 
of the enemy ! Let me here, before the 
thought eſcapes my mind, conjure every 
freeman throughout the kingdom to call on 
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the candidate who in future ſhall aſk his 
favour, whoever he may be, for his ho- 
nour, nay, for his oath, that there 1s no col- 
luſion of any kind between him and his op- 
ponents, and that his exertions to ſecure 
his own return, ſhall continue ſo long as 
they are reaſonably countenanced. 


— 


Mr. Lewis ſays, he was deſerted : But 
though ſome, or many, might have been 
perfidious to their promiſes, could he have 
been deſerted, while e:zght hundred freemen 
of Briſtol, reſident in London, were wait- 
ing, in ſuſpence, to ſerve him? and double 
that number, I am well informed, had the 
ſame diſpoſition to the cauſe, and would 
have gladly voted for him, but for ſome very 
myſterious inattention firſt in himſelf, This 
was not leſs notorious in London than in 
Briſtol. When parliament was actually diſ- 
ſolved, the indifferent, lukewarm, evaſive de- 
portment of this gentleman, plainly ſpoke 


what he then intended, and predicted the 
event, 


Diſcouraged as the freemen then were, 
and the coalition friends taking every ad- 
| vantage 
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vantage of all this wilful backwardneſs and 
omiſſion, it gave animation to their cauſe, 
whilſt the nobler one had ſcarcely breathed, 
beſore it was firſt betrayed, and then mur- 
dered !—Thus, in a moment, was the ad- 
mired fabric, which for ezg/htcen montiis had 
reared her columns with a chearful induſtry, 
to the honour of Liberty and of right, pull- 
ed down! But it 1s beautiful even in ruins, 


and highly worthy to be repaired. 


The clear, the moderate, and unavoidable 
expences I have been ſo long ſubject to in 
the furtherance of this cauſe, were conſider- 
ed by the ſociety as money advanced by an 
individual, for the ſervice and advantage of 
that candidate who availed himſelf of the 
inſtitution; and therefore expreſs]y required 
by them to be refunded again to me. Theſe 
have been principally, but not wholly ad- 
juſted, ſome time ſince, by Mr. Lewis ;— 
but for my untoearied attention, to and an- 
xtety, I expected no acknowledgment ; and 
do ſeriouſly proteſt, that no remuneration of 
any fort was offered, or accepted for either, — 
If, therefore, any unfairneſs, duplicity, or 
compenſation, eſſected, or at all influenced a 

"WW 9 late 
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late reſignation, © May the guilt lie reſtleſs on 
him who was concerned in it.” 


To the enquiries, therefore, and ſuſpicions 
what where his, Mr. LEWISs motives, neceſ- 
ſnies, or temptations, to forſake the Caule, 
let him in the ſame unequivocal manner 
ſpeak for himſelf : And, if painful neceſſity 
alone, after he had fazrly done ts utmoſt, he 
was bereft of votes, and without the pro- 
ſpect of any, if theſe circumſtances, without 
any compenſation, forced him to ſurrender, I 
will, if Mr. Lewis will avow this, acknow- 


ledge that his conduct was upright and 


commendable, 


I have only then a right to call in queſ- 
tion his ungrateful manners to the ſociety in 
London, and myſelf in particular, in omit- 
ting to acquaint and ſatisfy them and my- 
ſelf, through the earlieſt medium, that he 
had reſigned; accompanied with ſuch ſatiſ- 
factory aſſurances as I have juſt ſuggeſted. 


Such a becoming duty, would have freed 
him from their deteſtation ; and would not 
have left me in the very unpleafant and 

detence- 
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4 


defenceleſs ſtate of encountering with ſo 
many diſappointed and incenſed minds.— 
At preſent I retire from further remarks on 
this ſubject, with an exhortation to the 
Freemen of Briſtol, and the many, other 
places who followed their example—not to 
be diſheartened becauſe their laudable exer- 
tions may have miſcarried ; let them in due 
time be reſumed, and eventually they muſt 
ſucceed | 


The letters which are annexed to this, 
were written to Mr. LEWIS, when in the 
full bloom of popularity and eſteem ; and I 
profeſs myſelf the author of a letter under 
the ſignature of © A Freeman,” inſerted in 
the paper entitled the Star, and which 1s 
here re-printed. 


Extract 
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Extract of a Letter from the Evening Star, 


JUNE the 17th, 1789, 


T0.7KM 8 


FREEMEN or ENGL AND. 


Countrymen and Friends, 


E trumpet of politics has again pro- 

claimed © A ſpeedy diſſolution of 
parliament.“ Whether this prediction be true 
or falſe, is not the ſubject of my immediate 
addreſs; at all events, the time cannot be 
alar oft. 


My true motive for taking up the pen 1s 
to exhort you to prepare for the battle. 
For very ſoon will thoſe who are entruſted 


with your ſacred rights, ſtand before a public 


tribunal— and there are thoſe who ſhrink 
from the thought, when a diſſolution of the 
Commons, like the flight of the foul herſelf, 
ſhall ſtrip them of their ſenatorial plumage, 

tO 


SE > 


to reduce them to their original nothing- 
nels! 


'Tis then that they will become ſturdy 
beggars to you; tis then they will petition 
you even for the crumbs of your kindneſs 
and intereſt, however they may have abuſed 
them before : ſome no doubt, there are, who, 
pained at the proſpett, wiſh to hide their 
guilty heads under the ſhelter of a compro- 
miſe, and thus ſneak away from a conteſted 
election. But remember, countrymen, that 
to you, indeed to every man, belong the na- 
tural right, either of approving, or diſap- 
proving, thole who wiſh to repreſent you, in 
the grand council of the nation ; but ſince, 
limited as we are in our choice—and the 
actual electors of Great Britain compara- 
tively are but few—let us not ſuffer that 
little ſtill to be made leſs: various, I know, 
are the gloſſes, for what is called a compro- 
miſed election; or, in other words what 
cheats you of your privileges as freemen. 


It will be faid by the Candidate, that he 
cannot afford the expences of a conteſt : the 
anſwer to him is obvious—let him decline it. 
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Men of property, at any rate, are more 
eligible than thoſe who have little, or none. 
A conſequential ſelfiſh few in a city or a 
county, will tell you that conteſted elections 
ſpoil good neighbourhood, and are produc- 
tive of much confuſion. And what of all 
this? The election, even of a pariſh-clerk, 
is not always conducted with good temper 
—elethion naturally implies chice; and there 
can be no choice, where there is no compe- 
tition. It is devoutly to be wiſhed, that the 
zeal of mankind, in elections to every ofhice, 
were vigilant whilſt ſober : but becauſe of 
partial inconveniences in a town, or a city, 
are the general rights of mankind to be ſa- 
crificed ? The 1dea 1s a bad one. Let the 
commonalty of this kingdom be ſtrictly jea- 
lous of thoſe envied bleſſings which their an- 
ceſtors bequeathed to them in letters of 
blood ! Let them be faithfully preſerved to 


poſterity unmaimed, and undiminiſhed! 


Contend, therefore, my countrymen, 
againſt thoſe who ſhall dare the attempt of 
unwreathing your Britiſh laurels—who ſhall 
be bold enough to attempt a compromiſe 
—and throw you on the back-ground of 


inſi 8 
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inſignificancy, and ſet you at defiance—for 
if ſuch oppreſſion, if ſuch injuſtice, be tame- 
ly ſubmitted to, the diadem of our country 
is grievouſly inſulted a lowering cloud 
will thicken, and a thunder-ſtorm ſeize you 
—But prevent that inauſpicious hour, by 
checking, in time, the leaſt inroad to it ; by 
exerting all your might to fruſtrate any de- 
ſign of a compromiſed election, let the diſ- 
tinctions of name in party, be huſhed up, 
when the drum beats to oppoſe the common 
foe !—-I am ſenſible, however, that theſe 
wiſhes are not ſo readily effected. 


You will have to combat, ſhould you but 
attempt it, with wealth and with power: 
You may be awed into filence by fear; or 
the ſame tyrant may command you into buſy 
action. There are advantages taken from 
circumſtances and ſituation; but they are 
as illiberal, as they are unconſtitutional and 
dangerous: And theſe advantages are the 
readier taken, becauſe you are a ſcattered 
body—What individuals cannot accompliſh, 
a collected body may. I will, therefore, 
earneſtly recommend to Electors of this 
kingdom (and eſpecially at this time), to 

| D form 
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form a friendly meeting amongſt their re- 
ſpective countrymen, to aſſemble at leaſt 
once a month; not for party deſigns: No, 
let not ſuch unworthy ſtriſe diſturb your 
feſtivity—lt is time enough for that—But 
let the motives, and the only motives be, as 
an aſſembled body of voters, to defeat, if 
poſſible, the return of any comprom1ied re- 
preſentative. Publiſh your intentions; let 
them be known ; let them be © a front/et to 
the eyes,” to diſmay the jobber, and to en- 
courage and unanimouſly ſupport the perſon 
who {hall give you an opportunity of ex- 
erciſing your deareſt rights. The Freemen 
of Briſtol, reſident in London, at this time 
hold forth a ve y audable example for ſo- 
cieties of this kind. The Freemen of Glou- 
ceſter have copied from them, and done the 
ſame ; others have taken the hint—May it 
be generally adopted Should the Even- 
ING STAR, therefore, be the means of illu- 
minating any who beſore were in the dark, 
it will be highly gratifying to one who ſin— 
cerely wiſhes that every candidate for a ſeat 
in parliament, may find an opponent, be- 
cauſe oppoſition is the ſoul of ambition—it 
is a touchſtone to prove the ſterling, and de- 


tet 
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tect the counterfert. But the writer of theſe 
lines would bitterly lament one inſtance of a 
compromile—where the voters at large ſhould 
not be cn n.ted., Such a compromiſe is 
truly deteſtalle ; it foully bargains away the 
LIBERTY an.. the RICHTS of EVERY 

FREEMAN. 


Richmond Buildings, 
June toth. 
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Extract from the BRIST OI JourNar, 


SEPTEMBER 26th, 1790. 


* I N conſequence of ſome handbills invi- 

ting the freemen of this city to attend 
a meeting at the Bell in Broad-ſtreet on 
Wedneſday evening, there was a public 
room about eight o'clock. 


The Rev. Dr. Barry was aſked to the 
chair, which he immediately accepted, and 
addreſs'd them in a ſpeech of very conſider- 
able length recommending them to form a 
ſociety, upon ſimilar principles as one he 
had already eſtabliſhed in London to frul- 
trate every deſign of a compromiſed election 
for this city at the approaching general elec- 
tion. 


A compromiſe, he ſaid, was unconſtuti- 
onal, dangerous, and oppreſſive; it took from 
the democracy, and introduced a ſort of mo- 
narchy—no plea on earth could juſhly it 
—it had been ſaid, that conteſted Elections 
ſpoiled good neighbourhood : he was ſorry 
for it, but this was the fault of the people, 
and not of the principle, But ſhall we, ſaid 
the 
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the doctor, becauſe of partial local incon- 
veniencies ſacrifice our private rights and 
abandon the general cauſe of our country ? 
If the advocates for a Compromiſe from 
theſe ſelfiſh motives ſay yes, then let them 
recommend it every where to be adopted 
and what will be the infallible conſequence ? 
Monarchy and Slavery. 


He told them that he was not furious for 
any party, or ſet of men! He would ſup- 
port any candidates for the repreſentation 
of this city, of able and good minds who- 
ever nominated them, or whatever party 
they were ſupported by; he conſidered 
Whigs and Tories to have made a ſtrange 
wedlock in the Houſe of Commons, and 
had produced a mixed and illegitimate off- 
ſpring—perhaps this confuſion in names 
might eventually be for good —but, ſaid he, 
though I ſhould be hearty to ſupport ſuch 
men, if found within our own city; yet, if 
ſuch will not come forth, by uniting toge- 
ther 1n a friendly ſociety, you put it in your 
power as a collected body to hail the wel- 
come ſtranger! but as individuals you could 
not: thus will numbers be oppoſed to wealth 


and 
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and other. influence; and hence the balance 
of right in the conſultation, in the nomina- 
tion, and in the election of our members, 
will be equally preſerved between the poor- 
eſt and the richeſt freeman of this city.— 
He concluded by ſaying, that no apology 
appeared to him neceſſary for the buſineſs 
he was engaged in—it was not only con- 
ſiſtent with his own ideas of right but he 
had allo done it at the requeſt of five hun- 
dred of his brother freemen in London. 


Church and ſtate, he obſerved, were ſo 
intimately blended in this country, that he 
who profeſſed a zeal for the one could not 
be indifferent to the other : he could have 
wiſhed ſome other perſon had done what he 
was attempting; but he did not wonder that 
ſo unwelcome an office was deſerted. The 
fear of being accounted a buſy, meddling, 
ofhicious fellow, or leſt it might be injurious 
to circumſtances in hfe, was the apology 
from the merchant to the porter ; but he 
confeſſed himſelf to have been too ſeaſoned 
with thele ſuſpicions, for them to have any 
weight with him when exerciſed in ſo good 
a cauſe as he then was.“ 


A ſo- 


©. 


= A ſociety was afterwards eſtabliſhed, 
and heid at the King David in Briſtol, out of 
which houſe, ſome idler or other found an 
opp "tun! y to pilfer a few letters I had 
occaſionally addreſſed to the ſecretary of 
that meeting. 


The temptation to ſo paltry an act, I can- 
not accouat for, unleſs the hopes of reveal- 
ing o the world ſome mighty ſecret, or of 
pocketing a few needy pence for they 
were ſoon advertiſed for publication, with 
the pompous aſſurance, that to theſe ſtolen 
letters would be added, notes critical, cha- 
racteriſtical, explanatory, &c.—but this 
mountain in labour at length produces a 
mouſe! Hungry and thirſty as were the 
worthy citizens to be fed with it—like Tan- 
talus expiring with drought, though up to 
his chin in water; ſo theſe gentlemen were 
likewiſe tantalized—nothing to feaſt on but 
the mere words of © Fat living! fat living!” 
and the only charge againſt me after all, 
was © A fat living! No ſecret beſides ! 
what a pity! Thus was the acumen of 
this critic larded over and over again, and 


thus was myſelf ſheathed from all poſſible 
harm : 


(3860) 


harm: In gratitude, therefore, to my ſoft 
commentator, I will explain why he blun- 
dered into this mildnels, and endeavour to 


fet him right. 


We read that © The fool hath ſaid in 
his heart there is no God ;”—now, if we 
leave out all but the four laſt words, what 
would not a blaſphemer charge the ſcrip- 
ture itſelf with? But when we add to theſe 
words, thoſe which immediately preceded, 
we detect the fallacy, and diſcover truth, 
In the preſent inſtance, I am charged with 
looking out for a fat living, and in my own 
words too! but what occeiioned, or what. 
preceded theſe words, is left out“ The 
fool hath ſaid in his heart,” is entirely omit- 
ted: ſtrange that a man ſhould ſo forget 
himſelf ! Now the fatt is really this: the 
ſecretary in Briſtol had told me by letter, 
that the people, among other conjettures, 
not unuſual in that place, ſuppoſed that I was 
exerting myſelf to get a fat living; the ſe- 
cretary, Mr. Edwards, a place under go- 
vernment ; and his father, who is clerk of 
St. Michael's in that city, church orders.— 
With reſpect to myſelf, it certainly looks 

ſuſpicious, 


1 
ſuſpicious, that by oppoſing a Compromiſe, 


I was fawning to the corporation there for 
one of their livings; and by ſupporting a 
. perſon of Mr. Lew1s's conſequence, it was 
no doubt, an enviable intereſt, and looked 
likely tor quick preferment! 


An extract of the ſecretary's letter on 
this buſineſs, is here given; and having 
nothing more to notice from this and other 
filly attempts of my keen antagoniſt, I 
{hall nearly leave him with a friendly ob- 
ſervation, which I cannot well paſs by: His 
ſixpenny-worth of notes, critical, characte- 
riſtical, and explanatory, clearly explain 
this charafter to be no critic; and one 
might ſuppoſe that convinced of this, he 

ad an eye to ſome apology for his under- 
taking, in the quotation of his title-page, 
from Proverbs, © It is an honour for a man 
to ceale from ſtrite, but every fool will be 
meddling.” Prov. xx. g. 


PART OF THE SECRETARYS LETTER. 
Briſtal, November 28th, 1789. 
We have now no noiſy riotous men in 
* the ſociety; the only diſturber we have 
E *::206 
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© in the city, is that gentleman ſo well 
* known in the city by the name of the 
« Arian; I mean Mr. FH . He tells 
the people, that you ſtrive for nothing 
“ but a fat living, myſelf, for a place 
* under government ; and my father, for 
orders, &c. 
* Your obedient ſervant, 
© RICHARD EDWARDS.” 


* 


* 


My anſwer, as may be ſeen in this notori- 
ous book of criticiſm, and which is the bur- 
then of the ſong, runs thus : © To get a fat 
“living; yourſelf a place under govern- 
ment; and your father orders - thoſe 
* were the motives, they could not be diſho- 
* nourable, ſince theſe would be gained by 
« preſerving, and not plundering away 
© the rights of freemen, &c. 


London, 7th December, 1789. 


* 


Extract 


Extract from the Briſtol Journal. 


Queen oF BoHrEmMIA and BRISTOL TAVERN, 
 Wiicdh-Street, Drury-Lane. 
Lownpon, April 21, 1790. 


SOCIETY of BRISTOL INDEPENDENT 
FREEMEN, reſident in LoN Do. 


T DAVID LEWIS, Ei. 


S 1; 


Y Order of our Society on yeſterday 
evening, when upwards of Five Hun- 
dred Members were preſent, I am ordered 
to tranſmit the following Reſolutions, which 
not only paſſed without one diſſenting voice, 
but were agreed to with the higheſt cordi- 
ality.ä— our health, ſucceſs, and triumph 
were drank likewiſe, with three times three ! 


RESOLUTIONS of the SOCIETY, 


1ſt, That compromiſed Elections clandeſ- 
tinely ſteal away the natural rights of Elec- 
E 2 88 tors; 


* 


; „ 


tors; — that they lop off an eſſential branch 
of our conſtitution, and if ſubmitted to, pave 
the way for tyranny and rebellion! 
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2d. That the various pretexts for recom- 
mending compromiſed or ſmuggled Elec- 
is tions, when balanced with other arguments, 
i 3 are futile, lordly, and ſelfiſh! 


mus gd. That this Society will reſolutely cruſh, 
q ik as far as they are able, all ſuch unconſtitu— 
bs tional evils; and highly applaud thoſe Elec- 
[1 | tors of other places, who have exerted them- 
FRY ſelves with the ſame becoming ſpirit. 


4th. That as a General Election is ſo near 
at hand, and the Freemen of Briſtol at large, 
(contrary to other places,) are ſtill kept in 
the dark of what 1s intended, by the Mighty 
ones 1n that city, (when ſuch an event takes 
place,) it gives juſt cauſe of ſuſpicion, that 
J a compromiſe has been plotted, 
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5th. That as David LEWIS, Eſq. is the 
only Gentleman who has openly avowed 
himſelf hoſtile to ſuch unfair {chemes, and 
has cxpreſſed his determination of ſpoiling 
, ſuch 


1 


ſuch a contrivance, it is highly gratifying, 
and fulfilling the laws and intentions of this 
Society. 


6th, In acknowledgment, therefore, of his 
early aſſurances, and being ſoremoſt on this 
good occaſion, it 1s reſolved unamioufly, 
that the Members of this Society will ſupport 
him by their votes and intereſt, and with all 
their might, at the next General Election. 
And that this Society do firmly believe him 
to be in poſſeſſion of good and upright prin- 
ciples, and capable of becoming a very ho- 
neſt and uſciul Repreſentative. 


7th, That the impeachment of his genius 
and abilities to ſerve in that office, is illibe- 
ral, and betrays not a little perſecution, eſpe- 
cially as ſuch acquiſitions have been ſeldom 
encouraged in the place he wiſhes to repre- 
ſent, and ſcarcely ever expected as a poſtula- 
tum, for Briſtol ſavour! 


8. That this Society do laſty intreat 
their united Soctettes in Heil, and the Free- 
men at large, to be active, ſincere, and una- 

nimous 
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nimous in oppoſing a compromiſe, and in 
the ſupport of David Lewis, Eſq. 


I have the honour to remain with the 
greatelt eſteem, 


Your's, &c. THOMAS SIMMONS, 
By Order of our Chairman and the Society. 


Secretary to the Society. 


Extract 


Ext rad from the Briſtol Journal. 
1 O 
FAM LEWES, ESQ 


Loxpox, ArRIL 22d, 1790. 


S1R, 


UR ſecretary had inſtructions from 

F# the numerous Society of BRISTOL 
FREEMEN, reſident in this place, to tranſ- 
mit you a copy of ſome reſolutions, which 
readily paſſed on Tueſday Evening by a 
very full meeting. You have at this mo- 
ment before you, in my opinion, a molt 
encouraging proſpect of ſucceſs—but it de- 
mands from yourſelf and friends, to be che- 


riſhed by activity and perſeverance. 


The various conjectures of an immediate, 
or more remote diſſolution, of the preſent 
parliament, may be political diverſions to 
confuſe and entrap ſuch as determine their 
exertions by ſuch fluctuating uncertainty— 
and as the beſt caution againſt them, I uſe 


the 


Ft 
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the freedom of adviſing you to ſecure as 
early as pollible, what intereſt you can. 


I reſpect you, for the good ſentiments of 
your different letters to the London Society, 
and highly applaud your ſpirit; and though 
both our inſtitutions, as well in Briſtol as 
in this place, have till very lately, ſteered 
themſelves with nice reſerve from all decla- 
rations of perſonal or party attachment, 
yet they now hold it imprudent to loiter 
more with time, and trifle with opportunity. 
They bear in remembrance, that the law 
has preſcribed but fifteen days to conclude 
the poll; it will be too late, therefore, to 
ſpeculate for oppoſition to a Compromiſe 
when parhament ſhall be actually diſſolved 
—and in that caſe, the authors of ſuch a 
ſcheme would ſuddenly bring their hidden 
work to light, and ſneer at them with defi- 
ance. That the grand intention, therefore, 
- of their meeting, may not be thus deſeated 
—as well as to dillinguiſh you, ior your 
early aſſurances of gratifying their views 
—to retain as well as ſtrengthen your reſo— 
lutions of ſtanding forth as a candidate for 
the city of Briſtol—I am pleaſed to tell 
you 
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you, that with myſelf, not leſs than a body 
of NINE HUNDRED FREEMEN, are 
ready to ſecond your good wiſhes on that 
occaſion, I wiſh well to my native city ; 
but as it is my ſituation to have nothing in 
hope from the corporate body or my fellow 
citizens of Briſtol, it is my pride at the 
ſame inſtant to remark, that I have not 
aught to fear from either, and ſhall there- 
fore hold myſelf at full liberty to ule every 
becoming effort to ſpoil the plot of an %- 
yreſſive, unconſtitutional, and ſoiſtered Com- 
promiſe; or, to be better underſtood, I will 
never as an individual, under any pretence 
whatever, ſubmit to the inſulting arbitrary 
deciſion of two, or three, or a dozen 1n- 
clinations, where Five Thouiand have as 
natural and legal a right, and ought in ſome 
way or other, to be conſulted in that dect- 
ſion, | 


For if compromiſed Elections are but 
once ſuffered to gain a footing in this coun- 
try, they will not quickly be ſet aſide and 
the eventual conſequences arc but too glaring 
and alarming !—lIt is demanded therefore of 
every Freeman, to be active, and not paſſive, 
F wnen 


1 


when ſo great a cauſe is at ſtake, and not by 
a timid ſelfiſh excuſe, meanly abandon that 
talent and bleſſing which were ſafely handed 
to him, and for the unſhackled guardianſhip 
of which he 1s accountable to God—to him- 
ſelf to his country—and to poſterity. 


I beg to remain, 
SIR, 
With beſt wiſhes, 
Your humble ſervant, 


No. 61, Titchfield Street, 
EDWARD BARRY. 


Copy 


— — 
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Copy of a Letter from the Rev. Dr. BAR Rx, to 
David LEwis, E/q. 


LonpDoNn, JUNE 5th, 1790. 


S1R, 


OUR laſt excellent letter to the fociety 

of Briſtol Freemen in this place de- 
ſerved an immediate acknowledgment; but 
I rather waited the reſult of our meeting, on 
laſt Tueſday, before I wrote, to acquaint you, 
at the ſame time, if any thing material had 
then occurred, 


The Freemen, as uſual, were numerous, 
reſolute, and impregnable, in their common 
cauſe, and ſtrenuouſly attached to you. 


They have now exiſted as a ſociety more 
than fifteen months, and though chiefly of 
mechanics, and hard-working men, yet they 
are neither wearied by diſtance, nor expence, 
when their privileges are likely to be inva- 
ded, and their ſubordinate calls in life in- 
ſulted by contempt and perſecution :—To 
the honour and credit of theſe men be it 

. proclaimed, 


( 44 ) 
proclaimed, that their decent manners and 
converiation on every meeting night excite 
aſtoniſhment, and deſerve imitation.—No 
ſwearing, nor quarrelling, nor obſceneneſs 
of talk, or ſongs, are either ſuffered, nor are 
they attempted. The good diſcipline of their 
laws, and with all, the purity, the juſtice, 
and common equity of the principles which 
eſtabliſhed them, are the firm cords of union, 


and the themes of chearſul, ſober entertain- 
ment, 


The rich have many birth- rights, the lower 
order have but few; and among theſe, their 
conſtitutional freedom ranks the firſt, and 
they are, as they ought to be, ſcrupulouſly 
tenacious of it. The very appearance of 1n- 
fringement on that prerogative ought moſt 
religiouſly to be avoided—whilſt the deli- 
rious feelings of it are as fearfully to be 
gaurded againſt ;—and to prevent the laſt, 
we muſt on no account, nor under any C0- 
Jour of pretence, maim and irritate the 
nerves of the firſt. 


It 


g 
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If it be ſaid, that the common people are 
ſcarcely directed by one good motive in the 
choice of their repreſentatives, and are not 
ſtruggling for the virtue of their rights, but 
panting merely for the diſſipation and bribery 
of a conteſted election, and on that account 
are unworthy of conſultation in the election 
of ſenators, and that their ſuffrages are diſho- 
nourable, and ought to be annihilated ;—ad- 
mitting this plea to be ſomewhat plauſible, — 
then make the maxim a general one :—dif- 
herit the perfon who injures his eſtate, and 
diſpoſſeſs that man of property who makes a 
bad uſe of it,—and in elections of every kind, 
or private appointment 'to any favour, unfit 
and disfranchiſe the perſon from future op- 
portunities, who is ſuſpected of voting or of 
appointing, from motives. either of intereſt, 
Ignorance, or of ſelfiſhneſs ;—or elſe, be not 
ſo ſtrict with another claſs of people, —a whole 
body of freemen, as to disfranchiſe them—be- 
cauſe once in ſeven years, they may be charge- 
able with temporary irregularities, and may 


be tempted, from their own poverty, and the 


importunity of others, to accept a compliment 
for 


the ſubſtance.—I hope, that for theſe reaſons, 


( 46 ) 
for their ſervices —Cut off, if you pleaſe, for 


theſe reaſons, their claims of voting, and li- 
mit the number of Briſtol electors to the ſmall 
appearance of fifty they may be more 
peaceable, tis true, than five thouſand, but 
will they be more virtuous, will they be more 
independent, will they be more honeft 2—for 
theſe are the important queſtions: No: it 
would be found, that the demand or expecta- 
tion would be proportioned to the power and 
opportunity,—and after every objection, there 
is, generally ſpeaking, an open ſpirit ;—and 
truth, when known, among the multitude, is 
oftener acknowledged there. The venality 
and rottenneſs of boroughs have long been a 
ſubject of grievous complaint !—there is ſel- 
dom diſcord in theſe places ;—no, they arc 
unanimous for the purchaſer if he can pur- 


chaſe ! 


Allow compromiſed eleQions to become 
univerſal, and every corporate city and coun- 
ty in England will fink into the ſame abomi— 
nable traffic; and then the Eectors of Briſtol, 
and every other place, may wear the ſhadow 
of the name, but others will merchandize with 


Sir, 


1 


Sir, you are in daily exertions to reſcue that 
place from ſuch groſs injuſtice, and ſhameful 
monopolization. 


Vour opponents firſt laughed and joked at 


your intentions hope that the day of trial 
will not provoke them to give up ſuch original 
good humour; and as the Friends of Compro- 
miſes are for peace and quietneſs, one ſhould 
hope that a conteſt with ſuch tranquil tempers 
augurs well for the departure of ſcurvy defa- 
mation and all violence, for the defirable intro. 
duction of good manners, and candid, becom- 
ing efforts; and I have no reaſon to doubt, 
but that yourſelf and friends, will ſtudiouſ- 
ly maintain ſo commendable and exemplary 
a ſpirit ;—and be the event as it may, it 
will afford me true happineſs to learn, that 
the EleQors on both ſides—as well as the 
Candidates who may be in competition— 
were diſtinguiſhed from paſt times by a rea- 
dineſs, and a nobleneſs of giving to one ano- 
ther the right hand of fellowſhip. With ſuch 
wiſhes, I remain, 8 1 R, | 
Your humble ſervant, 

No. 61, Titchfield Street. 


EDWARD BARRY. 


To Davip Lewis, Eq. 
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